V
ROME AND CARTHAGE
A
TER the long and arduous wars which led to the creation
of the Italian confederacy, Rome became one of the
strongest powers in the civilized world. Her military
strength was more considerable than that of any one of the
empires which then maintained a balance of power in the East
—more considerable not so much in point of numbers as in the
solidarity, organization, and intelligence of her soldiers. To the
troops of the other empires, serving for pay and enlisted by
force from the native populations, she could oppose an army
as well trained and as numerous, and manned by citizens
and allies, who fought, not for money nor by compulsion,
but by the voluntary decision of the whole body of Roman
citizens.
When Rome defeated Pyrrhus, one of the most gifted
Hellenistic kings, and thus claimed a place in the family of
empires in the third century B. c., this apparition was noted
and studied by the Hellenistic statesmen of the time. Mace-
donia, Italy's nearest neighbour, began to attend to the
course of events in Italy; Egypt was the first to enter into
diplomatic relations with Rome, in 273 b. c.; and in Greece
the Leagues and free communities began to take account of
this new power as a possible ally both in their mutual strifes
and in the contest carried on by the western Greeks against
the growing insolence of the Illyrian pirates. But more than
any of these, Carthage, with her commercial and political
interests in the western Mediterranean, was affected by the
foreign policy of Rome. To her Rome and the political
successes of Rome were no novelty. At first she looked on
Rome as the successor of Etruria in Italy and hoped that her
own trade would not be damaged. For Rome was not a great
maritime empire in the fifth and fourth centuries b. c., and
owned no fleet either for war or commerce. The trade of the
Latin and surviving Etruscan ports kept up its semi-piratical
character and could not compete with the trade of Carthage.

